
THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

No Other Gospel Enables Us to Walk by the Spirit 
 

Galatians 5:11-6:10 (NIV)  
11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 As for those 

agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 

the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour 

each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is 

contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by 

the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, 

fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 

kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no 

law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not 

become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But 

watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something when 

they are not, they deceive themselves. 4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone 

else, 5 for each one should carry their own load. 6 Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor. 7 Do not be 

deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, 

from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have 

opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  

Last time we read Galatians, Paul showed us how the Gospel freed us. It freed us because Jesus has already completed the whole 
law for us. Therefore, we are not bound or obligated to the law in order to be loved by God or saved from eternal damnation. “You, 
my brothers and sisters, were called to be free.” (verse 13a)  

Okay, great. That’s wonderful ! But what am I supposed to do with myself now? “Do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; 
rather, serve one another humbly in love.” (verse 13b) That word translated as “serve” is the same word that means “be a slave.” 
Wait, Paul. We just got out of slavery, and now you are sending us right back to it? Service, yes. Slavery, even - if you understand it 
properly. Because Christ has set you free from trying to complete the whole law for your own salvation, you are now free to be of 
service to others knowing that what you do does not change your salvation, but is an expression of thankfulness for your salvation, 
for the Gospel that God has given you. Since the Gospel has freed you, here is how you are free to serve, an expression we know so 
well it rolls right off our lips: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” “The entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command.” (verse 14)  

However, even being set free by the Gospel, by Jesus’ works and his perfect life and his innocent death, there is still a war that 
wages inside every one of us - an on-going conflict between our sinful nature which expresses itself with acts of the flesh, and our 
new man, our new Christian who is clothed with Christ’s perfection, the one who walks by the Spirit. We see this conflict as we see 
ourselves in that laundry list of the acts of the flesh: “sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, 
discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.” (verses 19-21) It’s 
not even that we can claim just one of these violations, but we know that we claim many of them. Some of us regrettably can claim 
to have done them all. If I do these things, if I have these attached to my personal history, am I really free of them? Because of these 
acts of the flesh, will I be excluded from the kingdom of God? 

Remember your baptism, when the water was used with God’s Word. In baptism, God put his name on you. He adopted you into his 
family. He clothed you with Christ’s righteousness. God does not keep that laundry list of the acts of the flesh on file to continually 
accuse you and run you down. They are all forgiven. He sees you as perfect. No other Gospel clothes us with Christ.  

And it is from that Gospel that we are renewed in our walk by the Spirit. The Potter reshapes us and reforms us. “Those who belong 
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” (verse 24) Don’t keep those acts of the flesh on your mind. 
Instead, look at what God produces in you. Take a look at this list and ask yourself if you have ever displayed these fruits: “The fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (verses 22-23) Thankfully, 
you find yourself in multiple places here on the good list. Don’t get stuck on what you don’t have a lot of. Revel in the times and 
ways where you have displayed the fruit of the Spirit, of every act of love, your moments of joy, your patient and gentle dealings 
with others, your kindness and goodness displayed to your neighbors, your faithfulness to God and your spouse and your family and 
your friends, your self-control in resisting those acts of the flesh. God is working in you because the Gospel has set you free.  



You are now led by the Spirit. You don’t do whatever you want, but you make yourself a servant of others, of your neighbors, not as 
if you are under a law, but as what you do walking with the Spirit. “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” 
(verse 25) Paul doesn’t just leave us to imagine what this would look like; he gives us specific examples.  

“Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch  
yourselves, or you also may be tempted.” (verse 1) If someone is caught in a sin, here’s what you do. First of all, let’s admit that we 
don’t like confrontation. We don’t want to lose friends or family over this. We don’t like being the judg-y one, the holy roller, the 
morally superior. I mean, doesn’t the Bible even say, “Judge not lest ye be judge”? Yes, but then it says immediately follows that 
statement with what standard we are to use in judging – God’s standard, not our own.   

What is the point of confronting someone with their sin? It’s not to prove that you are better than they are. It’s not to prove your 
spiritual superiority over them (which you don’t have because we are all clothed by the same perfect Christ). It’s not to win a debate. 
or to draw lines in the sand.  The point is to restore a person to the Gospel perfection and freedom won for them by Christ, to bring 
them back and bring them closer to God, to keep them from spiritual harm. This is why we do this gently, without ego, confessing 
our same need for spiritual repair and with the knowledge that God has restored us. This is a fruit of the Spirit, one of the ways that 
the Gospel enables us to walk in step with the Spirit and love our neighbor by looking out for their spiritual well-being.  

Another way to serve and walk with the Spirit as the Gospel enables us is to “carry each other’s burdens.” (verse 2a) When it comes 
to asking for help, most of us are pretty bad at it. We prize ourselves on being self-sufficient, or, at the very least, we don’t want 
people to get sick of us asking and needing help. Even when we do need help, we hold ourselves back from asking because we think 
that the well of goodwill will eventually dry up and be consumed. Or we think that if we explain to people why we need help, unpack 
our burdens so that they understand, they will see us as a complainer, a whiner. Yet, we are here to bear each other’s burdens. 
When we let people in, there is help, and many times more than we hoped for. But it starts with us sharing those burdens.  

Realistically, we will not unpack our burdens on everyone here or know everyone else’s burdens. Typically, people have 1-3 
confidants, people that they can and do share anything and everything with. The time consumption alone is too much to tell 70 
people or more here today your whole medical history or every angle of your family strife or the total picture of your financial woes. 
However, with those brothers and sisters in Christ that you do confide in, you have support, someone who helps carry your burdens. 
It relieves you and refreshes you to continue pushing on in life. 

Carrying each other’s burdens doesn’t mean that you have to have the solution to whatever is weighing them down. It may mean 
that you are simply there to share the experience. Maybe you can recommend or introduce them to someone else who has gone 
through something similar to get a perspective of hope, of perseverance. Maybe you are in a position to help with your gifts, your 
abilities, your time, your treasures, that you can share the good things that God has given you. At the very least, which is actually the 
very greatest, you can carry each other’s burdens by taking it to the Lord in prayer. That’s what Abraham did. That’s what Jesus 
taught us to do. This is the greatest thing we can do in carrying each other’s burdens because we are now unpacking them and 
sharing them with God Almighty and his powerful hands. He always has the best solution, and he promises to hear and act because 
he made us his children through baptism. We call on him, “Abba, Father” because we have been baptized into Christ. 

Also, as we walk in step and live by the Spirit, “Each one should test their own actions.” (verse 4a) If we are not sharing our burdens, 
why is that? Are we not sharing our burdens because we are confident that we can handle it all on our own? Are we making 
ourselves an island, cutting ourselves off from our fellow Christians, refusing to give them an opportunity to serve us? It’s scary to 
put ourselves out there, but, when we do, we are giving others the opportunity to love us, to show their fruits of the Spirit. This may 
even be why you are going through the suffering – as an opportunity for our brothers and sisters in Christ to show us love.  

Finally, in whatever we do in service to others having been freed from the law by the Gospel as the Spirit enables us, “Let us not 
become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (verse 9) When we start to burn 
out, when the loads are too heavy for us, when the acts of the flesh resurface, we go back to the Gospel. We go back to what Christ 
has done for us. Remember how Christ, as tired as he was, as hungry as he was, as tested as he was, never ceased in doing good for 
us, in loving his neighbors. He did this for us, in our place. Through our baptisms, we are clothed with these perfect deeds of Christ.  

God, you have freed us from obligation to the law with any idea of this earning our salvation or earning your love for us. You have 
set us free by what you have done for us. Continue to feed us with that Gospel to motivate us in loving our neighbors, being a 
servant to them out of thanksgiving to you. “As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to 
the family of believers” (verse 10) because no other Gospel enables us to walk by the Spirit. Amen.  
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